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reduced the capricious particularism of the Junkers, and has
in great part brought a sentimental loyalty to the State into
the first place in their affections. The same course of disci-
pline has, of course, given the same general drift among the
people at large, whether in the Prussian territories or in
the Empire.
The entrance of Prussia into modern Europe was a very
different affair, in all its circumstances, from the fortunes
'of Elizabethan England and the subsequent incidents of
English national life. Prussia came in with no cultural traits
other than a mediaeval militarism resting on a feudally
servile agrarian system, and made its way forcibly as a
political power of ever-increasing potency among an aggre-
gation of small and feebly quarrelling neighbors. The new
nation was surrounded on all sides by jealous and unscru-
pulous rivals, with whom it unavoidably, as well as by in-
clination, was constantly brought in contact in a ceaseless
contest of dynastic chicane and predationj a situation which
forever provoked the conversion of all available resources
to political and warlike ends, and furthered the growth of
a centralised and irresponsible autocracy, such as best com-
ports with the pursuit of dynastic wars.
About the same time England, on the other hand, with-
drew, or perhaps rather was forcibly withdrawn by cir-
cumstances, from the concert of nations, and confined to its
island in enforced peace, with no reasonable chance for an
aggressive national policy, and affording no chance of pro-
longed life for a dynastic State. So that while the Hohen-
zollern extended their dominion by war and diplomacy and
increased their powers, the Stuarts went reluctantly down